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Beckles and Wicks in Tight Race for State Assembly
Beckles has big lead
in endorsements
“I don’t know Barack Obama (although I voted for him), but I do
know YOU!”
With that statement at a recent
forum, Jovanka Beckles pointed to a
core difference between her and her
Assembly District 15 rival Buffy Wicks.
Beckles is our two-term City
Councilmember whose roots in the
East Bay community go deep. She’s
paid her dues supporting health care
access, workers rights, tenant protections, environmental causes, criminal justice reform, and affordable
housing right here in the East Bay.
While her opponent has been living in Washington DC and Los Angeles learning to be a Democratic Party
operative, Jovanka has been fighting
right here in Assembly District 15 for
minimum wage increases, rent control, pollution reduction and to keep
Doctors Medical Center and Alta
Bates open. That’s a big difference
in experience!

Jovanka has been fighting right here
in Assembly District 15 for minimum
wage increases, rent control, pollution
reduction and to keep Doctors Medical
Center and Alta Bates open.

Congresswoman

Barbara Lee
has endorsed
Jovanka Beckles

Over the past two months alone,
Jovanka has:
• Helped a 92-year-old woman in
Richmond being evicted from
her home get back into it;
and helped secure passage of
major improvements to the
administration of the Section 8
program here in Richmond
• Celebrated the opening of the
100 unit Miraflores affordable
housing project for seniors,
something she supported for
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THE RACE FOR MAYOR

What’s at Stake in the Race for Mayor?
The November mayoral election
will be a real choice for Richmond.
Mayor Butt, who turned 74 this
year, has been a fixture of Richmond
politics for almost twenty-five years.
He is being challenged by a young
African-American City Council member, Melvin Willis. Is it time for the
baton to be passed?
Mayor Butt is competent and
runs City Council meetings efficiently. Why would we take a chance
on someone with less experience?
What would be the most important
things to consider in making the
choice? What do we really need our
Mayor to bring to the party?
There are many kinds of experience. Mayor Butt has experience as

an architect and as a small-scale real
estate developer along with many
years on the City Council and experience serving on regional boards.
He’s the unofficial Mayor of Point
Richmond. But does this make him

years on our City Council
• Spent the day in San Francisco
as part of a major climate change
protest; and testified at a Bay
Area Air Quality Management
District meeting about the
dangers of shipping tar sands oil
across San Francisco Bay and
along the Richmond shoreline to
the Phillips 66 refinery in Rodeo
• Picketed at UC Berkeley for fair
wages and working conditions
for UC employees; and began

planning a campaign in
Richmond to help workers win
fair hours and scheduling.
During the June primary, when
there were 11 candidates, voters in
the East Bay kept asking: ‘Has anybody ever seen Buffy Wicks on the
ground doing anything besides promoting her own campaign?’
In the primary, Jovanka came in
second to Wicks, former California
campaign director for Hillary Clinton. After the results were final and
it became clear that Beckles and
Wicks would face off in November,
the top vote getters who didn’t qualify for the November election all encontinued on page 2
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the best person to tackle top priorities like tenant protections, immigrant rights, community policing,
street paving, career paths for those
not going to college, and the construction of affordable housing?
What do we need our mayor to
stand for?

NUMBER ONE:

Support Rent Control
Melvin Willis was one of the leaders of the successful 2016 campaign
to win rent control. He is now a leader
in the effort to pass Prop 10 state-wide
which would repeal the Costa Hawkins Act. This is the state law that prohibits city rent control ordinances

What do we
really need our
Mayor to bring
to the party?
What do we
need our mayor
to stand for?

from applying to single family homes
or buildings built after 1995.
Mayor Butt led the forces against
rent control. No surprise, he gets
much of his campaign money from
developers, lawyers, and real estate
industry PACs. Even after 65% of the
voters passed the ordinance in the
2016 election, he has continued to
fight it. He even tried to stack the rent
board with members who were hostile to the very idea of rent control.
Now he opposes Prop 10, seemingly having no problem with the
idea that Wall Street real estate companies can buy up large numbers of
single-family houses and increase
rents without any regulation. Or that
the owners of the 192-unit Heritage
Park senior housing complex could
decide to raise rents on fixed income seniors by 21% because their
building was built after 1995.
Rent control does not apply when
a resident owner wants to have an
in-law or garage ADU rental unit on
their property. And it doesn’t apply
to short term rentals of less than a
year when owners are not living in
their homes. It doesn’t lower propcontinued on page 3
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STATE ASSEMBLY RACE
continued from page 1

dorsed Beckles. If their supporters
all vote for Beckles, she will get over
60% of the vote. Endorsing Beckles
were Dan Kalb of Oakland, Judy Appel and Andy Katz of Berkeley, Rochelle Pardue- Okimoto of El Cerrito
as well as Owen Poindexter and
Cheryl Sudduth. None of the unsuccessful candidates endorsed Wicks.
The strength of local District support for Beckles is also seen in the
race for overall endorsements.
Whether you look at community political organizations, labor unions,
environmental organizations or
LGBTQ organizations, the differences
are stark. The organizations endorsing Jovanka represent tens of thousands of supporters throughout
AD15. This is not true of Buffy’s organizational support. It’s the difference between all of the teacher’s
unions supporting Jovanka and the
school administrators supporting
Buffy. See the box on page 3 for
more details.
This points to the other big difference between the Wicks and
Beckles campaigns — the money.
Wicks has money pouring in from
a nationwide network of Democratic
Party donors and operatives, extremely rich individuals and PACs.
And only 11% of her contributions
from individuals are from AD15.
While the numbers aren’t final yet,

“I’m supporting Jovanka
Beckles because, like
me, she is unafraid to
stand up to the powerful
— whether corporate
charter school interests,
anti-immigrant activists
or oil corporations.”
—Berkeley School Board Member
Judy Appel

Buffy will probably end up with five
times as much money as Jovanka.
One reason it’s hard to know exactly is that Buffy’s “dark money”
comes in two streams — directly
into her campaign and through the
“Independent Expenditure Committees” funded by charter school
backers, real estate developers, and
opponents of health care for all.
Wicks is a professional campaigner
with a plan to spend well over $2
million to win this race. That’s four
times as much as Tony Thurmond
spent to win the seat five years ago!
Wicks and her supporting cast
promise to clog mailboxes and TV

Assembly
District 15
Fundraising Race
How much more
will Buffy raise?
What will she do
with her $1.5 million
advantage?

stations with glossy campaign propaganda. She is trying to win the
election based on having worked in
the White House under President
Obama.

The Company Wicks Keeps
In addition to all of her rich donors from outside of the district, she
works with some pretty unsavory
people. It’s not a pretty picture. Her
campaign management firm ran
the campaign to defeat San Francisco’s attempt to regulate AirBnB.
And one of her independent expenditure committees is managed by a
law firm whose senior partner has

served as General Counsel to
the California Republican Party
for 30 years. Some Democrat!
In contrast, 62% of the funds
Jovanka has raised from individuals are from AD15 residents. Her campaign depends
on volunteers, word-of-mouth,
and Jovanka’s personal appearances all over the area.
Jovanka’s people-powered,
no-corporate-money campaign,
marches under the slogan “For
People, Not Profit!” She enthusiastically supports singlepayer health care (Medicare
for All), Proposition 10 to enable cities to enact comprehensive rent control, a moratorium
on new charter schools, construction of over a million units
of affordable rental housing statewide, and bringing tuition-free education to Californians from preschool through college.
As 4th place finisher and longtime Berkeley School Board Member Judy Appel said in endorsing
Beckles, “It is our responsibility to
send a progressive voice to Sacramento who will fight for California’s
students, for our working families,
and for our deeply held commitment to equity. In this race, that person is Jovanka Beckles.”
Richmond voters should proudly
support our local candidate.

Jovanka Beckles

Buffy Wicks

Contributions from Individuals

$200,518 $1,001,152

5x

Spending by Independent
Expenditure Committees (PACs)

$103,688

$739,795

7x

Direct Contributions from
Organizations & Politicians

$120,000

$138,100

TOTAL

$424,206

$1,879,047

Percent of Contributions from
indviduals in our District

62%

11%

*AS OF OCTOBER 2, 2018. DATA FROM CALIFORNIA SECRETARY OF STATE’S WEB SITE WITH A TIP OF THE HAT TO RIK BELEW FOR SOME OF THE DATA ANALYSIS

Super rich individuals from outside
the district are Buffy’s #1 strategy
250 people have given Buffy over $750,000 — an average of $3,000 per contributor,
but to really understand what’s happening, you need to take a closer look!

24 have given $8,800 — the maximum allowed by law.

Do these
people really
know what
we need?
Should they
be able to buy
an election?

They are almost all super rich “political philanthropists” from
Silicon Valley, San Francisco and Los Angeles.
Many are Republicans. None live in our District.

101 individual contributions of $4,400 have been made,

with only two from our District. Famous names include
Michael Bloomberg, George Soros, David Axelrod, Laurene
Powell Jobs, Tom Steyer and Jeffrey Katzenberg, but the other
95 are a who’s who list of super rich venture capitalists,
investors, real estate developers, lawyers, lobbyists and CEOs.
Tells you something about why the Bernie Sanders campaign
was such a breath of fresh air!

Dark Money Supporting Buffy Wicks
Govern for California

$493,335

Coalition for East Bay Healthcare Access,
Affordable Housing and Quality Public Schools

$146,900

California Dental Association

TOTAL

$99,480

$739,795

NOTE: THESE ARE THE AMOUNTS REPORTED BY “INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE COMMITTEES” BETWEEN MAY AND SEPTEMBER 2018.
MUCH MORE WILL LIKELY BE REPORTED BETWEEN NOW AND DECEMBER. THANKS TO CITIZENS UNITED, WE CAN’T FULLY UNDERSTAND
WHERE ALL OF THIS MONEY COMES FROM, BUT WE DO KNOW SOME THINGS – GO TO BUFFYWICKS.MONEY TO LEARN MORE.

What do these people want?
Block Medicare for All & tax Increases on the wealthy
Protect charter schools
Slash pensions
Elect Republicans and centrist Democrats
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Buffy talks about being endorsed by President Obama,
Kamala Harris and Gavin Newsom, but
so far, the local endorsements are going for Jovanka!

Major differences between
the candidates
Jovanka Beckles
Housing

• Subsidize the construction of a million
units of affordable rental housing statewide over the next twenty years
• Retain local control over zoning and
permitting
• Vote Yes on Proposition 10: end CostaHawkins limits and restore rent control
options for cities

• Build “more” housing along
transit corridors with set
asides for affordable housing
• Restrict local control over
zoning and permitting
• Vote No on Prop. 10:
consider future legislative
reform of some CostaHawkins restrictions

Healthcare

• Fight for single-payer in California now —
lead the nation in covering everyone and
lowering costs

• Hope single-payer will be
possible in the future

Environment

•
•
•
•
•

• Work toward reducing fossil
fuel use

Education

• Moratorium on charter schools to prevent
further damage to the public system.
Increase charter school accountability

• No moratorium on
charter schools;
improve accountability

Taxes

• Reform the commercial side of Prop 13
and raise income tax rates on millionaires

• Reform the commercial side
of Prop 13

Well-regarded Oakland City Council member Dan Kalb and Berkeley School Board
member Judy Appel came in 3rd and 4th in the primary. They’ve endorsed Jovanka as have
candidates Rochelle Pardue-Okimoto, Andy Katz, Owen Poindexter and Cheryl Sudduth

How big is Jovanka’s Lead in
Endorsements? Jovanka Beckles Buffy Wicks
4
9
26
5

0
0
13
0

Regional and Local
Political Action Groups

37

7

TOTAL

81

20

Top AD15 Primary Candidates*
Environmental Groups
Labor Unions
LGBTQ

Buffy Wicks

Stop coal trains
End fracking
Ban tar sands from SF Bay
Reduce industrial PM pollution by 35%
Do not rely on Cap & Trade alone to get
us to our GHG emission reduction goals

* UNSUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES WHO GOT AT LEAST 5% OF THE VOTE. THE FOUR WHO HAVE ENDORSED JOVANKA GOT OVER 40% OF THE VOTE

THE RACE FOR MAYOR
the administration of this new program are not perfect. But they have
been steadily improved, protecting
tenants and homeowners alike. If
Prop 10 passes, we will get to decide
how we want to regulate most residential rental properties while still
incentivizing new construction.
Voters should consider whether
our current Mayor’s hostility to rent
control actually makes him a poor
choice to lead the city.

NUMBER TWO:
continued from page 1

erty values for non-rental real estate. It is aimed at regulating the
rental real estate market. The point
is to keep rent increases manageable for families trying to live on
$50,000/year or less.
Our rent control ordinance and

Being Smart About
Point Molate
Mayor Butt led the effort to settle
our legal battle with the developers
who had wanted to build a casino on
Point Molate. His goal seems to be to
build high-end housing to grow our
tax base and to assist with the reno-

DARK MONEY MAKING PROP 10 ANOTHER UNFAIR FIGHT
Prop 10 is a state-wide proposition, so a lot of money will be spent trying to convince voters
to vote Yes or No. So far in 2018, the real estate industry has raised over $50 million to defeat
it. They will end up spending four or five times as much money as the supporters will. You see
it in the TV ads already. The big money comes from Wall Street firms like Blackstone that have
invested heavily in California rental properties, from the trade associations like the California
Apartment Owners Association and the California Association of Realtors, and from major real
estate management firms like Essex Properties.
One very interesting fact is that while the California Democratic Party has contributed significantly to the Yes on Prop 10 campaign, Mayor Butt and Buffy Wicks still don’t support it.

WHAT KIND OF DEMOCRATS ARE THEY?

WHY ARE THESE SENIORS SMILING?
These residents of Heritage Park apartments at Hilltop have lived for years on fixed incomes in what
they thought was stable, affordable housing. Because their building was built after 1995, their
landlord was able to raise their rents by 8% last year and this year tried to raise them another
12%. That worked out to a 21% total increase. How do you handle that on Social Security?
For many in the 192 units, it looked like they would be forced out. But they fought back and with
help from Council members Melvin Willis and Jovanka Beckles, they were able to roll back the
increase and get the landlord to agree to the same reasonable annual rent increases allowed by
our rent control program.

They are now big champions of Rent Control and are working to pass Prop 10!
vation of the Winehaven historic
district. The deal calls for a minimum of 670 new homes. But the
cost to extend the sewer lines, electricity, water and gas will be over
$100 million. And the net property
tax revenue to the City wouldn’t be
more than $3 to $4 million/year. Less
than the money we will get if we
pass either Measure H or Measure T
this November.
Willis did not support the settlement. He was for an open process
where the community could hear
different proposals for development
of the peninsula. He thinks that the
cost of the infrastructure extensions
as well as the traffic, safety and environmental issues are big problems.
He favors focusing on re-building
downtown and developing housing
along our existing traffic corridors.
Melvin also believes in the value
of community input. To say the least,

this is not the mayor’s strong suit.
During the community meetings
this summer, many people questioned the wisdom of the mayor’s
plan and many offered alternative
visions. The mayor didn’t seem too
interested in different points of
view. Like Trump, he aggressively
attacks any opposition.
We’ll see what a few for-profit
developers propose in December,
but if the economic, traffic, safety
and environmental issues are still
troubling, maybe it will be better to
consider developing Point Molate in
a lower key fashion — with much
less housing and a regional park that
would attract visitors from across
the Bay Area. One thing is for sure:
not a dime of public money should
go to subsidizing upscale housing
with killer views of Mount Tam.
It would be far better to have a
continued on page 6
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Meet Ada and Eduardo for City Council
What’s your background and how does it
qualify you for office?
My parents immigrated to California in the 80s seeking
asylum due to the Salvadoran Civil War. I grew up watching them juggle multiple low-wage jobs and struggling to
afford stable housing. They never took sick days and
sometimes took on debt to make ends meet. But making
ends meet has become more difficult for immigrant families and this current presidential administration is making things worse. Richmond has a lot of
immigrants and a lot of low-income people – we need City Council members who
really understand their lives

Ada Recinos

I was appointed to the City Council in 2017. Before my
appointment, I served on the city’s Human Rights
Commission for two years. After graduating from UC
Santa Cruz, I completed a fellowship at the Congressional Hunger Center and then worked with immigrant families and tenants for six years, developing programs to
connect them with stable housing and economic opportunities.

I’m bilingual and a daughter
of immigrants, so I have the
language and cultural capacity
to connect with this community.
My priority is to serve the
residents of Richmond.

What are your top three priorities if
elected?
• Building more affordable housing — increasing staff
capacity and expertise to do so, as well as competing
effectively for our share of cap and trade & other
state funds
• Increasing civic engagement in low-income communities and communities of color — using an equity-based
approach and providing translation
• Investing in economic revitalization — increasing partnerships with local organizations that serve entrepreneurs support organizations like Renaissance, Calle
23 and Richmond Main Street and receiving a larger
share of CDBG funds

I was elected to the Richmond City Council in 2014, defeating a $262,000 campaign sponsored by Chevron. On
the Council, I have supported a stronger police review
process, a minimum wage increase, rent stabilization,
the transfer of public monies from jail expansion to public
services, and reducing pollution from the coal trains and
the Chevron refinery.
I was a teacher in the WCCUSD from 1993 until my retirement in 2010. I received the Kenneth S. Goodman “In
Defense of Good Teaching” Award. I’m a strong supporter
of immigrant rights and have served on the board of the
East Bay Sanctuary Covenant for many years. I’m also
the Chairperson of the Richmond chapter of the Mexican
American Political Association (MAPA).

• Promote development in the city to improve living
conditions and clean up polluted sites.
• Work to address homelessness, with Measure T and
abatement, and using vacant land as RV stations.
I would work with the county to expand programs.
• Seek better solutions on pensions and healthcare.

What are you most proud of?
I’m most proud of our teamwork on the city council, and
my tenacity in requiring transparency in the budget. Finding money for a fire marshal was a good example. I stood
my ground in the face of criticism by the mayor because
safety issues were involved. Point Molate is another example of the need for transparency. Back room deals and
hidden infrastructure costs are not the way to go!

Rent control protects our renters and allows landlords to
receive a fair return on their investment. I will continue supporting the full implementation of Measure L and an equitable Richmond Rent Board that serves all our residents.
I support Prop 10 because it will help Richmond expand
rent control so long-time residents can stay in their homes.

How are you different from your opponents?
By bringing local government policy back to a way that
everyone can understand and be involved. I developed
this approach working in grassroots advocacy for many
years with migrant families and immigrant tenants. I’m bilingual and a daughter of immigrants, so I have the language and cultural capacity to connect with this community. My priority is to serve the residents of Richmond, so
I do not take any money from corporations or developers.

Of everything you have done as a City Council
Member, what are you most proud of?
Working with youth from the RYSE center, I strengthened
our “Sanctuary City” policy to prohibit using city funds to
cooperate with ICE. I am proud of it because the youth
led this process, and it not only resulted in a good policy
— it also showed our community that they can be decision makers in Richmond and that good policy is instinctual to the people who need it. I enjoyed being a resource
to these kids!

What makes Richmond great?
We’re so diverse. We can share pieces of our experience
and heritage with each other. We’ve got great people.
Richmond is full of leaders who genuinely care about
Richmond’s history and its future. There’s always something to do. Every weekend someone is hosting a neighborhood festival or community event.

On the Council, I’ve supported a
stronger police review process,
a minimum wage increase, rent
stabilization, the transfer of public
monies from jail expansion to public
services, and reducing pollution from
the coal trains and the Chevron refinery.

What is your background and how does it
qualify you for office?

What are your top 3 priorities if elected?

What do you think about rent control?

What makes Richmond great?
Richmond is in a beautiful location on the bay and is
home to a wonderfully diverse, creative population. In
fact, as we deepen our commitment to preserve our diversity, we are becoming an example for the rest of the state. At the core of our
government is a remarkable community of
volunteers in politics and other communal activities — for just a small example, urban gardening. We
have a caring core of activists.

Eduardo Martinez

What do you think about rent control?

One last Thought?

I’m proud we passed our rent control program. Rent control stabilizes neighborhoods by protecting people from
unfair rent increases. I also urge voters to vote Yes on
Prop 10 this November. Prop. 10 will repeal the CostaHawkins Act, a state law that prevents rent control from
applying to buildings built after 1995 — the Heritage
Homes situation was a perfect example of why we need
Prop 10 to pass. Seniors on fixed incomes getting a 21%
rent increase is unacceptable!

Shoreline development plans must consider sea-level
rise. Much of the shoreline of Richmond and North Richmond used to be marshland. We need to clean up or isolate brownfield sites because seawater infiltration into
polluted sites will contaminate the Bay and our ground
water. And we must also be careful about development
on land that may be under water in forty years. Richmond
must be wise and strong to meet these environmental
challenges.
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Meet Melvin Willis,
Candidate for Mayor
What’s your background and qualifications for Mayor?
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If we work
together as a
community,
we can do more
than just survive,
we can thrive.

I was born and raised in Richmond. I served on the Planning Commission
before being elected to the Council. As a community organizer and a
Council member I work with residents to identify concerns and develop
solutions. I’ve lobbied locally, countywide, and statewide; and I’ve
pushed to increase the minimum wage, ban the box for those in reentry,
reduce pollution, pass rent control and help undocumented residents. As
Council member or Mayor, I’m only one of seven decision makers. Every
issue needs careful attention. My responsibility is to work for the whole
city and all its constituents.

Melvin Willis

What are your top 3 priorities if elected?

How are you different from Mayor Butt?

What makes Richmond Great?

• Fight homelessness and promote affordable housing
developments
• Reinforce community youth programs and services
while promoting public safety
• Connect labor unions and employers with the school
district to provide apprenticeship programs following
high school to help all students develop a constructive career path

I engage directly with community members. I work from
the people up, not top down. I sought to prevent Richmond from contracting with vendors who shared information with Immigration and Customs Enforcement. Mayor
Butt opposed this for his own reasons. I’ve been working
with the community on the plan for Point Molate development. He is hostile toward people he disagrees with and
seems to have never met a for-profit developer he didn’t
like. I seek to listen to the whole city and serve the public’s interest with a special focus on those truly in need of
assistance. I want to focus on working with non-profit
housing developers.

Richmond is highly diverse — 110,000 people strong —
but every neighborhood is unique. We make it work, getting together to make Richmond great. We once were famous as a corrupt, crime-ridden refinery town. Now we’re
nationally known for our progressive politics and standing
up to Chevron. We are confronting hard issues, and we
inspire others to do the same. The city is transforming for
the better as we work together.

Of everything you have done as a City Council
Member, what are you most proud of?
We’ve addressed a lot of things over the past two years.
I’m proud that our rent control program gave us a framework to negotiate with the landlords at Heritage Homes
and roll-back the unaffordable rent increases they were
planning. I’m proud that we are thinking about extending
our concern for an adequate minimum wage to questions
like minimum hours and fair scheduling. And I’m proud to
be mastering the budget process — this past year we got
a Fire Marshall to focus on prevention. Next year I hope
we can add more focus to our efforts to build affordable
rental housing.

What do you think of Rent Control?
Rent Control has been vital to protect tenants and fight
the displacement of our low-income residents. With rent
control and just-cause for eviction standards we’ve protected people from being priced out of Richmond and
from being unfairly evicted. This has been a life-saver for
many tenants. The Monterey Pines, Pullman Point and
Heritage Homes situations are all good examples of the
real problems we are trying to address.

One Last Thought?
I first got involved in community work to sustain myself
and my family. I learned that people need to work together on the crises in housing, health care, wages, and criminal justice. If no one showed up, where would we be?
What would happen to those in need? Being involved
and fighting for solutions does work, but I can’t demand
participation of others if I’m absent. If we work together
as a community, we can do more than just survive, we
can thrive.
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UNITY — One Richmond: African-American, Asian, Latino/a, Native Americans,
white, united for the good of all.
DEMOCRACY— Government of, for, by
the people; all the people, not just those
rich enough to buy influence.
DIVERSIT Y — of ideas: Democrats,
Greens, Independents, or other. We
hold different views sometimes but
when diverse races, ethnicities, and cultures join forces in a democracy, there’s
no greater power on Earth.

THE RACE FOR MAYOR
continued from page 3

mayor who values community input
as a matter of principle. And a mayor
who is more interested in building
affordable housing downtown than
expensive shoreline housing that
may be under water in forty years!

NUMBER THREE:

Fix Things the Free Market
Doesn’t Address
Mayor Tom believes we should
look to the free market to solve our
problems. He never seems to admit

October 2018

that the free market sometimes just
fails us. Two examples help illustrate the problem.
The market doesn’t always pay
people a living wage or give them
enough hours or reasonable notice
of their schedules. Tom originally
opposed raising the minimum wage
to $15/hr. He thought it interfered
with the labor market and that we
would lose jobs if we did it. We have
a news flash for Tom — neither single adults nor families can make
ends meet on $8-12/hr. And we haven’t lost any jobs because we stood
up for common decency.
And it’s worth noting that Amazon just announced a $15/hr minimum wage nation-wide. Maybe the
folks in their Richmond warehouse
told them they would have to pay $15/
hr in Richmond and recommended
that it apply company-wide? One
thing is for sure, Mayor Butt did
nothing to help make this happen.
Melvin Willis did. And Willis would
be far more likely to explore ways to
help part time workers get enough
hours and reasonable notice of
their schedules.
Another good example is housing
construction. Tom wants to focus on
for-profit developers and hope that
somehow shoreline developments
will magically result in the construction of a significant amount of affordable housing in the center of
town. But he seems stumped. He
hasn’t got a plan. During the City
Council’s Study Session on Building
more Affordable Housing last April,
he made two noteworthy comments
about how he sees things:
• “I don’t know why the
developers aren’t coming.
I tell everyone that my door is
wide open.”
• “Frankly, we could use more rich
people here in Richmond.”

Comparing Mayor Butt and Melvin
Willis on some key Issues
Melvin Willis

Tom Butt

Yes

No

Rent Control/Prop 10
Point Molate Process

• Have an open process before
making decision

• Closed door
settlement agreement

Point Molate
Preferred Outcome

• Public use conference center,
recreation area, park

• A lot of housing

Worker Protections
& Minimum Wage

• Led the push for $15/hr by 2019
• Push for a study to analyze when
we should go to $20 and explore
fair scheduling issues

• Opposed original
minimum wage.
• Resisted removing
exemptions.

Crime Prevention

• Put focus on job training,
apprenticeships & recreation
programs for young people

• More police

Affordable Housing

• Pass a $400 million county bond
• Pressure Sacramento for subsidies • No plan
• Inventory underutilized properties

Accepts Corporate
PAC Contributions
Here’s another news flash for the
mayor — for-profit developers don’t
want to build affordable housing.
Why make a five percent profit when
you can make forty percent on more

The problem is that our
City needs thousands of
units of affordable housing.
This is not a job for Mayor
Butt. His heart isn’t in it.

expensive high-end condos and
townhouses? It’s a problem all over
the Bay Area. Here in Richmond, we
are slowly but steadily building
more middle and upper middleclass housing along the shoreline.
And we can add more near the new

No

Yes

ferry terminal between Point Richmond and Marina Bay. Hopefully
some units will be affordable. This
is not the problem.
The problem is that our City needs
thousands of units of affordable
housing — both rentals and homes
for purchase. Rents of $1,000 to
$2,000/month. Homes for purchase
between $250,000 and $400,000.
This is what our residents can afford. Do the math — more than
half of our families live on less
than $50,000/year.
These units won’t be built without significant subsidies — probably $150,000 per unit. So, whether
the subsidies come from the State of
California, the county or Habitat for
Humanity, we aren’t going to get
what we need without a laser-like
focus on the non-profit housing developers, Sacramento politics, and
on building a county-wide coalition
to demand that Contra Costa County
get serious about the problem. And
we need to make Richmond look
like a city that is ready to build.
This is not a job for Mayor Butt.
His heart isn’t in it.

Summing up
Mayor Butt got elected in 2014
with the help of the RPA . When he
announced at the last moment, the
RPA withdrew its candidate for
mayor and endorsed Tom to increase the chances of defeating Nat
Bates, the Chevron candidate. Since
then, and without a word of thanks,
Butt has relentlessly attacked the
RPA. His constant nastiness and ideological opposition to the RPA’s campaigns for minimum wage increases,
rent control, new approaches to the
construction of affordable housing,
police accountability and more are
getting very old. We don’t think this
leopard is going to change his spots.
On many of these issues City Council sentiment is 6-1 with Tom being
the only one out of step.
It’s time for a change. Vote for
Melvin Willis.
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Is Melvin Willis
Ready to be our Mayor?
Melvin will tell you that in most
respects he is just a typical Richmond resident. He was born here, he
is black, he was raised by his widowed
mother, he went to public schools,
and he’s a lifelong renter. As a young
man, he took a job with a housing
advocacy organization because
tenant issues were real to him. But
as he did the work, he began to feel a
broader commitment to the people
he was meeting and thought about
getting into politics.
So, he got himself appointed to
the City Planning Commission by
Mayor McLaughlin and then got
elected to the City Council. Now he’s
running for Mayor. Some might think
he’s moving too fast, but we don’t
think so. Over the last five years, Melvin has developed an encyclopedic
knowledge of city issues and policies
and has a gift for being able to break
them down in a way people can understand. During this journey, he’s

gotten to know a lot of other
activists in Richmond —
from environmentalists to
criminal justice reformers
to self-sufficiency folks to
immigrant rights advocates
— all of whom have helped
deepen his understanding
of many key issues facing
our residents
Operationally, the City Manager
runs the City. The job of the Mayor is
to manage City Council deliberations
and the policy setting process, to
ensure effective supervision of the
City Manager, and to facilitate community input on City decisions. We
think Melvin Willis can do a better
job than Tom Butt on all three of
these fundamental responsibilities.
To explain our thinking a bit
more — Melvin’s policy priorities
and collaborative style are simply a
better fit for leading the Council. It
is not a good thing that we have a

mayor who is the only City Council
member to oppose minimum wage
increases, rent control, being serious about affordable housing and
greater police accountability.
And supervising the City Manager
means challenging him to find a way
to put resources on the most important city needs and to make real progress on our priorities. Bill Lindsay
was a very careful, competent and
honest City Manager, but for many
years he was heavily occupied with
down-sizing the city’s workforce, financial management and introduc-

The citizen’s group Point Molate
Alliance recommends we:

6 Restore Point Molate’s Winehaven

Village as a commercial,
educational, and historic destination
that can provide jobs

6 Respect the environment and preserve

Point Molate Settlement
Agreement Headed to Court

I

t has been called “the most
beautiful part of San Francisco
bay that no one knows” and “an
ecological jewel.” It could become
the recreational and parkland heart
of our shoreline and an example of
planned growth that is smart, ecological and democratic.
Instead, the city, under the sway
of Mayor Butt, reached a closeddoor legal settlement with failed casino developer Jim Levine to privatize much of Point Molate with a
minimum of 670 high-end homes.
Mayor Butt favored housing as
the back-up plan for the Casino
project. Now he’s still insisting that
housing on this isolated headland is a
great idea, ignoring the risks that are
becoming increasingly clear to both
taxpayers and potential residents:
• Access and safety are big
problems. It’s a single one-lane
road in and out. The bridge
already backs up regularly,
sometimes for miles. It’s just not
a smart place to put a thousand
new homes.
• Who will pay for the estimated
$130 million in infrastructure
costs? If it’s covered by the
developer, each home would
cost $125,000 to $200,000 more
than the same unit would cost if

built somewhere else. Who
would want to pay that much
extra to live in an unsafe
location? Will the City end up
picking up a big part of the tab?
• Will the ecosystem and parkland
opportunity be irreparably
damaged by a large housing
development? It’s easy to
imagine a large housing
development and all the cars
ruining the last eelgrass marsh
habitat on San Francisco bay.
Do we really want to say goodbye to the birds?
Richmond voted the casino down
58%–42% in 2010. It would be nice if
we could vote on this crazy scheme.

the rest of Point Molate as a public
park with a wide range of
recreational activities

6 Build housing where essential public
transportation and infrastructure
already exist

the public deliberations required
for planning and zoning decisions
under California law.
The federal judge who supervised the settlement discussions has
now given the green light to the suit.
The case is scheduled for a hearing
in February. While the judge facilitated the development of the settlement agreement, she never said
that it should be approved behind
closed doors!
The City Council has yet to discuss the “settlement” they approved
in public. Mayor Butt proposed they
endorse it at a recent city council
meeting but withdrew his proposal

ing community policing.
He wasn’t a visionary in all
areas. With our new City
Manager, the next Mayor
should address the issues
that haven’t gotten enough
attention over the past
four years — and dream
big. We think someone like
Melvin is better equipped
to do this.
Finally, the City will
achieve a greater sense of
“pride and purpose” as
well as harvest a lot of good ideas if
the community actively participates
in the process. Melvin is far more
likely to increase community participation, build unity and make people feel good about the effort.
Melvin believes he is up to the
job. We like both his humility and
his confidence. What we can add is
that Richmond needs a mayor who
is not divisive and who truly believes in what we call people power
— community participation, broad
coalitions and bigger dreams for
helping those in need.

when dozens of people turned out to
speak against the deal.
The mayor is undeterred. He’s
proceeding with his plan to get development proposals from six developers in December. We’ll find out
soon how they propose to cover the
infrastructure costs and what they
think about the access, safety and
environmental issues.

Safety Issue Real
Point Molate can only be reached
via the last freeway exit before the
San Rafael Bridge. When the bridge
backs up, an ambulance or fire truck
could take a long time reaching it.
And just over the ridge is the Chevron refinery. The 2012 fire could
have required an evacuation. It’s
also listed as a high wildfire-risk
zone. In an emergency, how will
hundreds of cars escape?
And of course, the access problems aren’t just a safety issue — they
are also an everyday traffic issue.
The morning commute would be
made a lot worse anywhere near the
San Rafael bridge.
We just hope the City doesn’t
make a big mistake. Citizens should
stay engaged in the process.

Democracy at Risk
The city conducted three community meetings this summer. They
were a sham. People were asked to
imagine where the homes should be
built and felt out on whether maybe
one thousand could fit. When a majority spoke out against any housing
at Point Molate, the consultants didn’t
include that input in their report.
Not surprisingly, the city is being
sued for voting on the settlement
behind closed doors. It violated the
Brown Act which requires decisions
be made in public, and it prejudices
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NOVEMBER 6th VOTER GUIDE
State Assembly District 15

Jovanka Beckles
WCCUSD Board

Madeline Kronenberg,
Carlos Taboada, Consuelo Lara

S TATE PROPOSITIONS

Prop 1

| Yes

Authorizes $4 billion in new bonds to fund housing
programs

Prop 2

| Yes

Authorizes state to use a portion of $2 billion in
already approved mental illness treatment bonds for
housing programs

Prop 3

| No

Authorizes $9 billion in new bonds to fund water
projects. This proposition got on the ballot via a
signature campaign funded by beneficiaries of the
bond funding. As the Sierra Club acknowledged
when it recommended a No vote, the measure
includes many worthwhile projects, but it would also
fund dams and agribusiness subsidies that should
not be funded by the tax payers

Prop 4

| Yes

Authorizes $1.6 billion in new bonds to fund the
construction of children’s hospitals

| No

Would enact complete statewide portability of
Prop 13-based property tax assessments for seniors
over 55, reducing revenue for counties, cities and
school districts

Prop 6

| No

Requires certain fuel taxes and vehicle fees to be
approved by the voters. This would repeal the recent
tax increases on gasoline as well as the modest
vehicle registration fee increase. The money is
needed for mass transit and to maintain our roads.

Prop 8

| Yes

Regulates amounts outpatient kidney dialysis clinics
can charge for dialysis.

Prop 10

| Yes

Expands Local Government’s authority to enact rent
control on residential rental property. Repeals Costa
Hawkins exclusion of single-family homes and multiunit rental properties built after 1995

Prop 11

| No

Requires private-sector EMT employees to remain
on-call during work breaks. Eliminates certain
employer liabilities.

RICHMOND OFFICES
Mayor. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Melvin

Willis
City Council. . . . . . Eduardo Martinez
City Council. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ada Recinos
LOCAL MEASURES

RICHMOND
Measure H

| Yes!

Shall we raise roughly $5 million/year for the City’s General Fund by
increasing the transfer tax on the sale of properties selling for over $1
million. This increase would effect only 3% of the properties sold every
year. (majority vote required)

Measure T

| Yes!

Shall we raise roughly $5 million/year for homeless services and
housing by establishing a special parcel tax of $3,000 per year for
vacant developed parcels and $6,000 per year for vacant undeveloped
parcels. (2/3rds vote required)

Prop 5

CONTRA COSTA COUNTY
Measure R

| Yes

Shall the County raise revenues for its General Fund by taxing marijuana
businesses in the unincorporated areas of the county

EAST BAY REGIONAL PARKS DISTRICT
Measure FF

| Yes!

Shall we renew the property parcel tax to support our parks

Prop 12 |

Yes

New standards for confinement of specified farm
animals; bans sale of non-complying products

