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Measure U could raise $6 million per year
Changing the way businesses are taxed
Earlier this year, as the COVID -19 pandemic
deepened in Richmond, the City Council struggled to make tough choices as it faced a budget
gap of almost $30 million. However, this year’s
budget shortfall wasn’t only the result of the economic downturn. Indeed, Richmond has struggled for decades with structural budget deficits.
Ultimately, the City cannot simply keep “cutting
its way” out of its problems by laying off staff or
eliminating city services — it needs to find new
sources of revenue.
Fortunately, this year Richmond has the opportunity to save public services, support small
businesses, and help small landlords by passing Measure U. Measure U was put on the ballot
by the City Council as a way to bring in about $6
million in new revenue to the City every year.
“It’s a win-win solution for almost everybody,” says Councilmember Eduardo Martinez.
“Measure U fixes our current business license
tax where big companies have been getting away
with paying next to nothing for years.”
If passed, Measure U will change the way
businesses are taxed in Richmond. Instead of
every business paying almost the same amount,
the new business license tax will correspond to

0.3%

Tax as % of Gross Receipts
All tax rates — current and
proposed — are well below
1% of gross receipts.

0.2 %

Tax rates for small businesses
would go down by 65% or more
and up for large businesses,
but generally to between one
quarter and one half of a
percent of gross receipts.

0.1 %
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the size of the business as measured by “gross
receipts,” or the amount of money a business
brings in. Small businesses and landlords would
pay less, and big corporations and large apartment owners would begin to pay their fair share.
Many cities in California such as San Francisco
and Berkeley already use a gross receipts tax,
and other cities like Oakland are moving to it.

Help for small business
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Measure U

were struggling. Measure U will help them grow
and create jobs as our economy recovers. As
the table and graph show, currently small businesses in Richmond pay a much larger portion of
their gross sales in business taxes compared to
big corporations.
Measure U turns this around. It allows
all businesses with gross receipts of less than
$250,000 to pay a simple base rate of $100/year,
rather than the $234 that most businesses of that

Even before the pandemic, small businesses
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Reimagining the Police
As the uprising for racial justice
and against police brutality continues
to unfold across the country, communities are beginning to question the
role of police in our cities, and what it
really means to ensure public safety.
For decades, public safety has meant
pouring resources into the police,
arming them with deadlier weapons
and imprisoning an ever -increasing
number of Black and Brown people,
even for minor infractions. But that
formula has not only decimated Black
and Latinx communities, but it has
made our cities over -policed and underprotected.
What does genuine public safety
look like, and how can it be best
achieved? In June 2020, a new community group called the Reimagining
Public Safety Coalition formed in Richmond, bringing together longtime racial justice organizations such as the

Safe Return Project, Ryse, and the RPA
with new organizations like Richmond
Revolution, youth leaders and others moved to action by the murder of
George Floyd.

Public safety
starts long
before the
police arrive
at the scene.

What do our Police do?
“I don’t think police stop crime,”
asserted Randy Joseph, spokesperson
for the Reimagining Public Safety Coalition. “Actually they get there after
the murder or robbery or assault has
taken place, they stop the car after the
D.U.I.” Joseph, who is also a member
of the City ’s Community Police Review
Commission, says that public safety
starts long before the police arrive
at the scene; it starts with things like
“proper housing, education, social services, cleaner parks, and cleaner communities.”
Reimagining public safety also
means re-imagining better ways to re-

Richmond Community Police Review Commissioner Randy Joseph
speaks at an event.

spond to many calls now answered by
the police — including mental health,
blight, noise complaints, homelessness, public intoxication, and other
non-violent situations — that would be
better served by others.
Fellow Community Police Review
Commissioner Yenny Garcia explains,
“On ride-alongs [with police] I got
to witness a lot of calls about things

the police should not have been dealing with.” She points to mental health
breakdowns as an example. In 2019
Richmond police responded to 1,596
mental health calls — an average of
over four per day. Another example is
truancy. “ We have community members calling in to get an officer to talk
to a student who cut school,” she said.
continued on page 11
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A COVID UPDATE

A

cross the country and here in
Richmond, the inequities that
existed before COVID -19 have
been spotlighted and worsened by the
pandemic.
People of color have more infections
and worse outcomes from the virus. Poor
and working people struggle to pay for
housing, and living-wage employment
is even more rare and unsteady — and
these conditions are getting worse as the
pandemic’s economic impact deepens.
Richmond’s working-class population, largely Black and Latinx, is suffering similar impacts to sisters and brothers elsewhere. We can’t solve these issues
on our own, but local leadership and progressive coalitions can strengthen our
resilience.

Jobs and Small Businesses
Many Richmond residents work in
essential jobs (increasing their risk of
infection, but at least providing income)
while others can work from home. Still
others of us work in industries that have
been all but shut down, like restaurants,
entertainment, much of the retail sector, personal services, and others. The
figures show the job loss: Between midMarch — the start of the shelter-inplace — and mid-June, there were more
than 20,000 new claims for unemployment benefits in Richmond; that’s an
average of about 1,450 new claims per
week (counting claims for Pandemic Unemployment Assistance, which covers
those who are self-employed and not
usually eligible for Unemployment Insurance). For comparison, January and
February of this year saw an average
of 68 Richmond residents filing new
claims each week.
Meanwhile, federal emergency unemployment payments of $600 a week
ran out in July, long before many businesses will be able to reopen. And as
you may have noticed in your neighborhood, some of those small businesses
are boarded up for good. Small, locally
owned companies don’t have the deep
pockets to get through this downturn,
and as a group, they employ more people than large corporations.
Some small businesses and nonprofits got help through the Payroll Protection Program, funding that Congress
passed earlier this year, but ended Au-

The Global Pandemic is Local
We need city leaders to act boldly as the bridge between
local needs and state and federal resources and programs.

gust 8. The Small Business Administration still offers loans, but these are not
forgivable like the PPP funding.

Housing
Loss of income means trouble paying
the rent or mortgage. The housing crisis
is not new, especially in the Bay Area,
but is expanding in the pandemic.
Over half of Richmond households
rent their home. A study by the National
Low-Income Housing Institute found
that 29-43 percent of renter households
are likely to be at risk of eviction by the
end of this year.
Richmond had a city-wide moratorium on evictions, which on September
30 was overridden by weaker state legislation. The state law requires tenants to
pay 25 percent of the rent due, and demands they begin to pay back-rent by
January 31, 2021. It also allows landlords
to add late fees to missed rent, which
was forbidden under Richmond’s moratorium.
But even a good eviction moratorium
is not full protection. There have been

examples of landlords who have harassed tenants and illegally threatened
eviction, says Councilmember Melvin
Willis, a housing advocate with ACCE.
These threats can intimidate tenants.
“Laws get passed all the time,” says
Willis, “but do tenants know they have
rights? When you’ve lost your job, lost
your income, and now you’re threatened
with losing your home, it’s a tough time
to put up a fight.”
Neither the city nor state moratorium provides for debt forgiveness. Paying rent debt next year will be near impossible for those who suffer months of
unemployment. Jobs won’t magically
appear right away either, and people
who are just getting by cannot afford to
pay months of back-rent.  
For Richmond households who owe
a mortgage, the “safety net” is patchy.
Under the CARES Act, which Congress
passed in March, those with mortgages backed by federal programs can
suspend payments for up to 180 days
and cannot be foreclosed upon before
December 31. Some banks also have

Empty Hilltop Mall:
The job situation is
bleak for more than
half of Richmond
residents.

COVID -related forbearance programs.
The new state law, AB 3088, requires
banks to give more notice to small landlords about loan defaults and potential
foreclosures, but it includes no moratorium on foreclosures and no mandatory
forbearance.

Healthcare
Richmond residents also have widely
differing access to health care and rates
of infection. In a press release, the Contra Costa County Health Officer, Dr.
Chris Farnitano, reported, “Our testing program has already shown that
communities of color, and specifically
some neighborhoods in West County,
are disproportionately affected by the
COVID -19 pandemic.” People of color
also have worse COVID-19 infection rates
and are more likely to die of the disease
than are whites.
This disparity is in part due to the
fact that Black and Latinx populations
are more likely to live near pollution. A
Harvard Medical School study released
in April found that populations who live
near air pollution sources — more likely
to be low-income communities of color
— suffer from long-term respiratory
conditions that put them at higher risk
from COVID -19. In particular, it found
continued on page 3
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they are a member. As those conditions
become harder to manage, people become less healthy and more susceptible
to COVID -19. A more robust health system yesterday would have meant more
lives saved today.

A more robust health
system yesterday would
have meant more lives
saved today.

Solutions

that a small increase in long-term exposure to PM 2.5 is associated with a 15 percent increase in the COVID -19 death rate.
The Chevron refinery in Richmond is the
largest single source of this type of pollution in the state.
A second potential reason for the racial disparities in COVID -19 mortality is
the years of reduced access to healthcare for Blacks and Latinxs, which has
led to high rates of underlying health factors. Those without health insurance often rely on emergency rooms for medical
care. The lack of emergency care in Richmond since the closure of Doctors Medical Center had already put pressure on
emergency rooms in nearby cities. In a
November 2019 meeting about the need
for a Richmond hospital, Dr. Desmond
Carson said, “ We have seen an increase
in other surrounding emergency departments. We saw a huge loss in health care.
They [patients] come to an urgent care
with life-threatening illness, we have to
send him to the emergency department
that’s already overwhelmed.”
Now, of course, all healthcare systems
are stretched to care for COVID -19 patients and are therefore cutting back on
non-urgent care. People with chronic
conditions can no longer get their care
at Kaiser-Richmond, for example, unless

Richmond is not an island, and the
COVID -19 crisis needs support from the
national and state levels. Unfortunately,
the Trump Administration has failed to
lead, and our deadlocked Congress is not
likely to provide adequate emergency aid.
We need city leaders to act boldly as
the bridge between local needs and state
and federal resources and programs. For
example, California cities are allowed to
implement additional COVID -19 housing protections that will come into effect after March 1, 2021. Our City should
act soon to strengthen our local eviction
and foreclosure protections by providing
for full rent forgiveness, while protecting
the incomes of small, private property
owners. Richmond also must support the
activities of the Rent Board and its staff,
which are critical during this time when
so many are vulnerable.
We also need to make sure everyone has full access to state and federal
resources, including those who cannot
readily access information on the internet. That will take support for Richmond’s public libraries, among other
programs. Finally, we need to bring a
new, full-service public hospital back to
West Contra Costa.
While the pandemic is global, local
action can make a difference in how well
Richmond survives it, and whether we all
get through it together.

For more information on Small Business Administration loans,
go to: www.sba.gov
For information on the Richmond eviction regulations and the state
moratorium that will replace it , contact the Richmond Rent Program
at 510-234-RENT or rent@ci.richmond.ca.us
Free COVID-19 testing is now available at the Civic Center, in the
lot at 25th and Nevin. Appointments are available but not required.
For an appointment: 1-844-421-0804 (8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. daily) or
coronavirus.cchealth.org/get-tested

EDITORIAL

Finding hope in a world
in crisis
We are living in a world in crisis.
Over 200,000 people in the United States have died, with Black people dying at
three times the rate of white people. Thousands of people in Richmond have lost
their jobs or are experiencing a cut in hours.
We are in the midst of a racial justice uprising, sparked by the deaths of George
Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery, and the continued state-sanctioned violence
against Black people in the United States.
We are in the midst of another deadly wildfire season that has destroyed homes
and polluted our air — yet another impact of our warming world.
And of course, all these phenomena are unfolding on top of the slow-motion
crises which have battered our community for years, such as the lack of
affordable housing which is making Richmond less inclusive, and pollution from
the Chevron refinery.

But there is hope.
Our youth are leading the way on racial justice. Four years ago, leaders like
Melvin Willis were vilified for “reimagining public safety” and proposing that some
City funds shift away from police and into community services; today it is a rallying
cry across the country.
Our City is coming to the aid of those hurt by the pandemic. The City Council
passed a moratorium on evictions in Richmond — despite the resistance of the
Mayor and others. Advocates like Claudia Jimenez, who believe that housing is a
human right, are fighting for policies to not leave anyone on the street.
Grassroots activists have, for the first time in 40 years, gathered enough
signatures to close loopholes in the notorious 1978 law, Proposition 13. If
passed, Schools and Communities First (Proposition 15) will bring tens of millions
of dollars into our City budget and West Contra Costa schools.
And as we vote this November, community leaders like Melvin Willis, Gayle
McLaughlin and Claudia Jimenez (candidates running for City Council) are
stepping up to provide leadership for our community. Each of them are
committed to putting the needs of Richmond residents first, and are rejecting
campaign contributions from corporations and big developers.
And even though they are running to represent their districts, all of them believe in
One Richmond. One that is healthy, whole and inclusive. One where we have more
hospitals and less pollution. One in which there is an end to the police violence
against Black and Brown sisters and brothers. A just and sustainable Richmond for
all of us.

Vote Yes on
Measure U
A progressive system that protects small landlords encourages job growth, and
supports small businesses, while making big businesses and big landlords pay their
fair share. Measure U replaces Richmond’s current payroll tax, which economists
have called a “job killer”. A progressive system encourages job growth and
supports small businesses.
Measure U will allow us to invest in our community, in our kids, and our small
businesses by modernizing our local tax structure so that it is fair to everyone.

Together we can
Lift Up Richmond
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YES

Vote yes on
Measure U
November 3rd

Lift up Richmond, Yes on Measure U,
sponsored by Service Employees
International Union SEIU Local 1021
Funding Details at www.fppc.ca.gov
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California adopts new protection for renters impacted by COVID-19
The pandemic has caused thousands of Richmond
residents to lose their jobs, have their hours
reduced or their income cut. As a result, the Bay
Area Equity Atlas report estimated in July that in
Contra Costa County alone, there are 12,000 renter
households, including 10,400 children, who are at
imminent risk of eviction. Even more residents were
put at risk when Congress failed to extend
additional unemployment benefits this summer.

California
undocumented resident
relief funds
California established a program to
provide one-time relief assistance to
adult undocumented immigrants
impacted by COVID-19. Adults can
qualify for up to $500, with a limit of
$1000 per household. This is meant
for adults who do not qualify for other
forms of pandemic assistance.

In response, California passed AB 3088, a law to
temporarily protect tenants who cannot pay rent
because of COVID-related economic impacts. The
following are key elements of that law, along with
other protections for homeowners:

To find out more about this program,
undocumented Richmond residents
can contact Catholic Charities East
Bay at 1-415-324-1011. You must
provide information and documents to
verify your identity, your address, and
to show you have been impacted by
COVID-19.

What new protections do renters have from
eviction?
• For renters who could not pay rent for the first six
months of the pandemic (March 1 - August 30, 2020),
they will be shielded from evictions until the end of
January 2021. Any missed rent during this period can
be converted to consumer debt, which can never be
used as grounds for eviction.
• Tenants are entitled to the same protections for missed
rent from September 1st, 2020 to January 31st, 2021,
so long as they pay 25 percent of their overall rent
obligation accrued during this five-month period by
January 31, 2021. The remaining portion of unpaid rent
can be converted to consumer debt.
• Tenants still owe their landlords unpaid rent from March
2020, but have until March 1, 2021 to pay it off. After
March 1, 2021 landlords can take tenants to small
claims court for unpaid rent from March 1, 2020 to
January 31, 2020.

What do renters need to do to qualify for these
protections?
• The law requires landlords, when issuing notices to
“pay rent or quit the premises,” to give tenants 15 days
to pay. They must also provide the tenant with a copy of
a declaration of financial hardship.
• Within 15 days, renters need to sign a declaration
(saying they were economically impacted by the
pandemic), and return it to their landlord. Typically
tenants will not need to provide evidence of financial
hardship, the declaration is enough. Contact the
Richmond Rent Board at 510-234-RENT or visit their
website at http://www.richmondrent.org to find out more
about how to write your declaration letter.

VOTE

When can landlords start eviction lawsuits again?
• Eviction lawsuits for non-payment can start again on
October 5, 2020 — if the tenant has not filed the
declaration on time.

Please note that disaster relief
application services and assistance
are not guaranteed.

• Eviction lawsuits for non-payment can start again on
February 1, 2021 — if the tenant has filed the declaration on time.
• Eviction lawsuits for other reasons (for example owner
remodeling) can start again on September 2, 2020.

What about protections for landlords and
homeowners?
• Congress passed COVID-19 protections for homeowners
and landlords who have federally-backed loans (about
70 percent of mortgages). For many of these mortgages,
lenders cannot foreclose on homeowners until December
31, 2020 at the earliest.
• If homeowners experience financial hardship due to
COVID-19, they have a right to get a forbearance (pause
in payments) for up to 180 days, with another 180 day
extension afterwards. The bank cannot add fees or penalties.
• The right to forbearance also applies to federally-backed
loans for owners of buildings with one to four units.
Owners of buildings with more than four units who have
a federally backed loan can get 30 days of forbearance
(which can be extended to 90 days total) if they agree
not to evict tenants for nonpayment of rent.

What about the City of Richmond’s COVID renter
protections?
• Richmond’s COVID renter protections override state law
until September 30, after which AB 3088 applies. That
means that as long as qualified tenants pay 25 percent
of their overall rent obligations for the four-month period
between October 1 to January 2021, they will be
shielded from evictions during this time.
• In addition, the Center for Disease Control issued an
order to halt residential evictions until December 31,
2020, calling eviction moratoria “an effective public
health measure utilized to prevent the spread of
communicable disease.” Since California’s law is
stronger, extending until the end of January 2021,
California’s moratorium overrides the CDC’s order.

For more information about renter protection
measures, contact the Richmond Rent Board at
510-234-RENT.

Claudia Jimenez stands for:
• Affordable and Stable Housing
• Economic Recovery and Equity
• Youth Opportunity and
Community Services
• Racial Justice and Healing
• Policies that build a stronger,
healthier, and more inclusive
Richmond for all.
Remember to vote on Nov. 3*
for Claudia Jimenez!

claudiajimenez
forrichmond.com
Claudia
Jimenez is
endorsed by:

*Richmond voters: Voting by mail
will begin in early October.

Plus: Gayle McLaughlin, former
Richmond mayor; Melvin Willis,
Richmond City Council; and
more—see the full list online!

PAID FOR BY CLAUDIA JIMENEZ
FOR RICHMOND CITY COUNCIL
DISTRICT 6 IN 2020 FPPC# 1426880

October 2020

The Richmond Sun

East Bay Working Families support:

Lateefah Simon
for BART Director

Jovanka Beckles
for AC Transit

Richmond City Council Candidates

Melvin Willis

Gayle McLaughlin

Claudia Jiménez

Melvin Willis is a dedicated leader
community advocate who has
worked for years in our Richmond
communities. He helped pass
rent control, end the Contra Costa
contract with ICE and expand
workers’ rights and benefits.
Richmond needs a progressive
leader like Melvin Willis.

Former Mayor of Richmond
Gayle McLaughlin is a long time
advocate for Richmond. Gayle
McLaughlin knows what it takes to
stand up for Richmond residents.
As Mayor she raised the minimum
wage, defended the city against
attacks from Chevron and worked
to protect our children and public
schools. Vote Gayle McLaughlin
for District 5.

Claudia is an experienced
community organizer and has
championed successful policies
such as, “Invest in People, Not
Prisons” campaign. Her priorities
are clear: housing is a right,
healthcare for all should be
accessible and affordable, and all
citizens should be able to access
essential city services. Richmond
needs a proven leader like
Claudia Jiménez.

for City Council
District 1

for City Council
District 5

for City Council
District 6

Vote Yes on Measure U

so Richmond’s kids can have
the services they need; we can
support our seniors and invest in
our infrastructure.
Ad Paid for by East Bay Working Families, a coalition of unions and community groups.
Not Authorized by a candidate or a committee controlled by a candidate.
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City Council Districts
In previous elections, Richmond voters elected multiple Councilmembers
who would represent the whole city. Now,
voters will elect a single Councilmember
to represent the District they live in. The
mayor will be the only Councilmember
elected by all Richmond voters.
Half of Richmond residents — those
who live in District 1, District 5 and District 6 — will elect their Councilmembers this year. In 2022, residents in
the other three districts will elect their
representatives. Councilmembers Bates,
Johnson and Martinez, who were elected
to four-year terms in 2018, will remain
on the Council as “members-at-large”
during the next two years.
Three City Council candidates have
received the endorsement of a wide
range of progressive organizations:
• Current Councilmember Melvin
Willis is running in District 1. He
has been endorsed by several
organizations, including SEIU 1021
(Richmond City workers), the
Sunflower Alliance (environment),
and Alliance of Californians for
Community Empowerment (tenant
advocates).
• Former two-term Mayor Gayle

McLaughlin is a candidate in
District 5. She has been endorsed by
Bernie Sanders’ Our Revolution Contra Costa, The Green Party of
Contra Costa, Idle No More San
Francisco Bay Area (Native American
rights), National Union of Healthcare
Workers, Marina Bay Residents for a
Healthy Environment and others.

• Claudia Jimenez is running in
District 6. She is an immigrant,
homeowner, community activist and
mother of two kids in Richmond
public schools. She’s endorsed by the
Sierra Club, Women in Politics,
Richmond Progressive Alliance, Asian
Pacific Environmental Network and
Contra Costa Young Democrats.
District elections may lead to better
communication as Councilmembers get
to know their constituents better. They
may also increase turnout in some communities. Finally, they may encourage

Richmond Districts
2020

4

1
2
6

3

5

This year Richmond is moving to district elections.
District 1 includes areas in central Richmond, Belding Woods and the Iron Triangle
District 2 covers parts of Hilltop, Shield-Reid and Point Richmond
District 3 includes Atchison Village, Richmore Village/Metro Square, Coronado and Park Plaza
District 4 includes parts of Hilltop, May Valley and points east
District 5 covers Marina Bay eastward to the Annex, including Cortez-Stege and Laurel Park
District 6 includes most of North & East and Richmond Heights

more people to run for office, since it is
less expensive to campaign in a district
than city-wide.

What might go wrong?
But there will be some risks. Smaller
campaigns may make it easier for wealthy
corporations to dominate the political
process. Special interests are usually the
only ones who can afford to “max out”
their candidate donations at $2,500. With

smaller district campaigns, those big donations can carry even more weight.
District elections may also foster a
culture of parochialism among both
voters and electeds. And it could have
the effect of pitting neighborhoods
against each other. For example, with
the Astra-Zeneca toxic waste site on the
Richmond south shoreline, the Councilmember representing District 5 might
vehemently oppose a deal to only par-

Norman La Force

for East Bay Regional Park Board
Endorsed by the Sierra Club.
38 years of creating parks and fields for our community.
38 años creando parques y campos de deportes
para nuestra comunidad.

www.LaForceOfCourse.org

Endorsed by:
Sierra Club
Richmond Progressive Alliance
Save Our Point Molate
Green Party of Contra Costa County
Eduardo Martinez, Richmond City Councilmember
Melvin Willis, Richmond City Councilmember
Jovanka Beckles, Former Richmond City Councilmember
Gayle McLaughlin, Former Richmond Mayor
Marilyn Langlois, Former Richmond Planning Commissioner
Lesa McIntosh, East Bay MUD Director
Cesar Zepeda, West County Wastewater District Director
Tom Panas, West Contra Costa Unified School Board Trustee
Chris Peeples, AC Transit Director
Joe Wallace, AC Transit Director

Paid for by Norman La Force for EB Park Board 2020 • FPPC #1426240

tially clean up the site. But the rest of the
Councilmembers might only be interested in the financial benefits of striking
a deal with a developer.
If voters and electeds become too narrowly focused, it might also become more
difficult to prioritize critical city-wide issues such as the need for a new hospital,
building affordable rental housing or reimagining approaches to public safety.
We will still need candidates that are
committed to lifting up all of Richmond.

Political spending in
Richmond
As was the case in the last two elections, the biggest political spender on
City Council races this year is the Richmond Police Officers’ Association. They
are working through a Political Action
Committee called Richmond Progress
Supporting Eleanor Thompson, Ahmad Anderson, and Vinay Pimple for City Council 2020. This PAC is a re-booted version
of the PAC originally formed to support Mayor Butt, Nat Bates and Demnlus
Johnson in 2018.
As of the end of September, the PAC
had already raised over $140,000 with
$90,000 coming from the RPOA , $23,000
from the Firefighters and a majority of
the rest from the Building Trades. Given
the Point Molate decision, we should see
a lot more money coming in from both
the firefighters and the Building Trades.
Sure looks like their three chosen candidates will get $75,000 each to help them
win their races!
Campaign filings also show that the
following corporations are trying to influence the three City Council races:
• Ahmad Anderson has received major
contributions from the state landlord
lobby, Sims Metals, and big
developers such as East Shore
Properties. Most of his individual
contributions come from outside
Richmond.
• Vinay Pimple: has received major
contributions from Sims Metals,
Republic Services, and real estate
developers such as Richmond
Development Corporation.
• Eleanor Thompson has received
major contributions from Sims
Metals and various big developers
such as Mariner Square Joint Venture.
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Voting safely this year
Because of the pandemic, all registered voters in California will be
sent a vote-by-mail ballot with a prepaid postage return envelope
for the November 3 election. Contra Costa is planning on mailing
ballots on October 5th.

7

Prop 15 would be a gamechanger
for city and school funding

How to vote
• Vote by mail (recommended): Mark your ballot, then place it in the
postage-paid return envelope. Be sure to sign the envelope and mail it
back early if you can. It must be postmarked on or before Election Day.
• Vote by dropping off your ballot (recommended): You can also drop
your signed ballot off at a secure Contra Costa Elections outdoor drop
box. Drop boxes are open 24/7 and will be in use from October 5th
until 8pm on Election Day. There is a dropbox on the east side of the
Richmond Civic Center plaza, under the breezeway between City Hall
(450 Civic Center) and the City Council building.
• Vote in person: Polling places will open on November 3; to locate your
polling place, look on the back of the Voter Information Guide that will be
mailed to you. (The location may be different than in previous years.) If
you vote in person, bring a mask, hand sanitizer, and be prepared to
socially distance. Go early if you can.

Registration & Modifications
• The last day to register to vote (on-line or by mailing a form) is
October 19.
• You can register on-line at RegisterToVote.ca.gov or get a form at the DMV
office or by contacting the County Elections Office. On-line registration is
easiest.
• Confirm you are registered to vote by visiting VoterStatus.sos.ca.gov. You
can also change your address or adjust your political party, language
preference, etc.
• After October 19, you can still register and vote in person on November
3rd using Conditional Voter Registration at a local polling location.

How do I know my vote is being counted?
• Wheresmyballot.sos.ca.gov is California’s official tracking tool to find out
if your ballot has been mailed, received and counted. You need to sign
up for this service

Election results
• The results of this election may not be clear until weeks after November 3
due to the high number of mailed ballots. Also, many more Democrats
are likely to vote by mail than Republicans, so early results may be
different than the final ones. The combination of delayed election results,
inaccurate early predictions, and various misinformation campaigns may
cause confusion and some distrust. But, voters have good reasons to be
confident about the integrity of California’s elections.

Schools and Communities First,
Proposition 15, is a key policy priority of
teachers and community organizations
up and down the state this November.
Although Schools and Communities First
does not abolish the 1978 law (Proposition 13) that limits property taxes in California, it would close some important
loopholes by changing the way commercial properties are assessed.
Prop 13 was passed in 1978 during
a time when property values were skyrocketing, but household incomes were
staying flat. Property taxes were increasing at a much greater rate than incomes. There was a tax revolt and Proposition 13 passed, limiting the increases
in property assessments for both residential and commercial property.
As a result, over the past forty years
schools and communities in California saw their funding plummet, forcing local governments to increase sales
taxes and other fees and special assessments. The biggest problem, however,
was that commercial property owners
got a much bigger break than homeowners. Why? Because they don’t sell
their assets nearly as often as people
sell their homes. Chevron has never sold
its refinery. Disneyland has never been
sold. Over the last forty years, commercial properties came to pay only 25% of
the state’s total property taxes. Before
Prop 13, they paid 50% of property taxes.
Proposition 15 is the first chance voters have had in 40 years to fix a structural issue that has caused so many
problems in California, such as school
overcrowding, cuts in public services,
and more. Today, California has the most
crowded classrooms in the country. And

Richmond would see
around $21 million in
new revenue per year
of course with COVID -19, cities and
counties are struggling to deal with budgets that have been devastated — at the
very same time communities’ needs have
dramatically increased.
Prop 15 would keep the limit on residential property taxes, but require commercial and industrial properties to be
regularly reassessed to market value, and
taxed at a rate of 1 percent. Small businesses with a combined property value
of under $3 million would be exempt.
Prop 15 would reclaim $12 billion per
year for California schools and communities, with 92 percent of the funds coming from the most valuable ten percent of
commercial/industrial properties in the
state, such as Disneyland and the Chevron refinery in Richmond.
If passed, Schools and Communities
First would be a game-changer for Richmond and our local schools. Richmond
would see around $21 million in new
revenue per year and West Contra Costa
Unified School District would get an additional $19 million.
“Huge multinationals have been sliding by for years without paying their share
of property taxes,” said Councilmember
Melvin Willis, who is organizing locally
in support of Schools and Communities
First. “ The fair taxation in Proposition 15
will provide much-needed resources to
invest in the future of our youth.”

Paid for by Melvin Willis for Mayor of Richmond 2018
FPPC# 1403955
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LET’S FIGHT
CLIMATE FIRE WITH
COLLECTIVE ACTION

October 2020

Charter schools on the ballot in school board races

By Jovanka Beckles
The West Coast is burning. Last
month, as wildfires raged across the
Bay Area, I cut short a campaign video
shoot to evacuate my mother. Since
then, over three million acres have
burned from San Diego to Seattle,
leaving 35 dead and thousands displaced. In the Bay Area, even as last
weekend’s menacing orange skies
have faded, toxic wildfire smoke has
remained, leaving our air quality
among the worst in the world. This
crisis is driven by climate change,
caused by a greedy fossil fuel industry
and a government that values profits
more than human life. We can’t fight it
with consumer choices — we need organized and collective action.

We need a massive
public investment in
green infrastructure
This fire season is the product of
decades of short-sighted forest management and water use — but most
of all human-caused climate change.
The fires are eating up an explosion of
plant growth from short winters and
hot, dry summers, each one made hotter than the last by our changing climate. To prevent them, scientists agree
that we need to rapidly and dramatically reduce the greenhouse gasses
that we release into the atmosphere.
But greenhouse gas reductions at
the scale we need won’t come from
$80,000 luxury electric cars or making people feel bad about their carbon
footprints. We need a massive public
investment in green infrastructure —
from renewable energy sources and a
modernized power grid to high-speed
rail and emission-free buses — that
fundamentally expands the options
available to the millions of people on
the move each day. This Green New
Deal can provide millions of high-paying union jobs and lift us out of the
current economic recession. With
transportation as the largest source
of carbon emissions, we can’t fight
climate change without massively expanded, fare-free public transit.
In the East Bay, our AC Transit buses
are the best way to quickly and cheaply
scale up green public transit, since
they don’t require new tracks or stations. Because transit workers and riders are overwhelmingly working-class
People of Color, free and expanded service can act as an engine of racial and
economic justice as well. Buses are
temporarily free to ride to keep riders
and drivers safe from the coronavirus,
and we can keep them that way. All it
would take is taxing tech and rideshare
companies — taking back some of the
wealth that they have taken from us
through worker exploitation, gentrification, and a soaring cost of living.
I’m running for AC Transit Board
in Ward 1 to be a voice for this vision.
Politicians who place the burden of
fighting climate change on working
people, instead of changing the way
our society consumes and produces
energy, will only succeed in making
the Bay unlivable for us. I want to build
a future where my aging mother won’t
need to be evacuated, where my neighbors have free and reliable public
transit, and where we can all breathe
deeply. I hope we can build it together.

A

t stake in all the school board
races affecting Richmond is
the expanding role of charter
schools. It’s one thing for 10% of our
kids to be going to charter schools and
quite another for 40%. For years, charter schools have been aggressive lobbyists, and now under President Trump
and Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos,
charter schools have a bigger political
platform than ever.
Charter schools are private schools,
often run by for-profit companies, that
are funded by public education money.
They are controversial for many reasons,
including the fact that they tend to select
easier-to-educate students, while ignoring enrollment requests from students
with significant special needs.
But first and foremost, charter schools
take money away from traditional public
schools, which have a duty to serve all
kids, including those who are considered
harder or more expensive to educate,
such as special needs students, refugee
children and English language learners.

The Bottom Line
A 2019 West Contra Costa Unified
School District analysis found that charter schools cost WCCUSD around $28
million per year. It was no surprise that
in February 2020, the WCCUSD Board
was forced to save $22 million by eliminating 230 teaching positions. If charters
continue to expand, they could bankrupt
the District in the future.
A year ago, Governor Newsom signed
into law AB 1505, which gives school
boards greater power to block new charter schools, including the right to reject them based on their fiscal impact.
However, the law won’t stop pro-charter
school interests from fighting back.

This Year’s Election
This year, there are five WCCUSD
Trustee candidates and one County School
Board candidate who have pledged to
not take any money from corporations
or charter school interests. All these candidates have received the endorsement
of United Teachers of Richmond and the
Richmond Progressive Alliance.

• Jamela Smith-Folds is running

WCCUSD Board of Trustees - Area
1, which covers Pinole, Hercules and
parts of Richmond near Pt. Pinole.

• Otheree Christian is running for

WCCUSD Board of Trustees - Area
2, which covers North Richmond, the
Iron Triangle, and parts of central
Richmond and North & East.

• Demetrio Gonzalez-Hoy is running

for WCCUSD Board of Trustees Area 4, which covers Hilltop, May
Valley and El Sobrante.

• Leslie Reckler is running for

WCCUSD Board of Trustees - Area 5,

which covers Richmond Heights, the
Annex, Pt. Richmond and El Cerrito.
• Consuelo Lara is running for Contra

Costa Board of Education - Area 1,

which covers El Cerrito, El Sobrante,
Kensington, San Pablo, and parts of
Pinole and Richmond.

Charter schools set to
spend big in school
elections again
Charter school PACs have been big
spenders in our elections, and this year
promises to be no different. In 2018,
charter school PACs spent a staggering
$30 million in the race for California Superintendent of Public Instruction. Fortunately Tony Thurmond won. That same
year, big money also flowed into our local WCCUSD races. In particular, a Political Action Committee called West Contra
Costa Kids Can raised $230,000 to support three WCCUSD Board candidates
— Block, Cuevas and Hernandez-Jarvis.
Two of them won.
In 2016, charter school backers spent
$250,000 in West Contra Costa, with
WCCUSD candidate Tom Panas receiving over $100,000 in charter school PAC
money. Unsurprisingly, he was the only
Trustee to vote against a 2019 WCCUSD
resolution calling for a statewide moratorium on charter school expansion.
Panas is up for re-election this year, running against Leslie Reckler — who refuses charter school money. Early reports
show that charter school interests are
again lining up behind Panas. Can she
compete against an incumbent with a
$100,000 advantage? We’ll find out on
Nov 3rd.
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Is Point Molate Really Settled?

In early September, Mayor Tom Butt
stood at Point Molate in front of a TV
camera and said he just didn’t understand why people opposed the SunCal
plan to build 2,040 homes there. And
with a 4-2 vote of the City Council, Richmond approved their proposal.
Many think the twenty year long debate is finally over. And clearly 4 City
Council members — Mayor Butt, Nat
Bates, Ben Choi and Demnlus Johnson —
as well as the City Manager and her Planning Director see nothing but jobs, property tax-driven budget surpluses and a
great future for Point Molate.

More Battles coming
But the settlement agreement that set
the stage for the SunCal project approval
is under litigation because the land use
decision for Point Molate was decided
behind closed doors between the city
and the casino developers, a Brown Act
violation. On September 22, 2020 the
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals ruled in
favor of environmental groups and Richmond residents pushing for open government in Pt Molate planning.
There will now be a trial about the City’s
planning violations. It is a complicated
area of law, but in many ways it boils down
to the idea that the City’s illegal agreement prejudiced the entire planning and
decision-making process. The lead attorney for the Plaintiffs, Norman La Force
stated, “ We will continue to fight to correct this secret deal and violation of the
public planning laws of California.”
Another legal issue that will likely
come up in court is whether there were
material CEQA violations in the Planning Commission and City Council’s assessment of the Environmental Impact
Report. One example was that the “significant and unavoidable” traffic and

emission problems were simply accepted
due to “overriding conditions.”
At the end of the day, the overriding
conditions were the temporary construction jobs to be created, the clean-up of
the site, and the surpluses for our General Fund. But because of the need for a
dedicated 24X7 fire and police station,
City costs will be high and there are many
possible scenarios where the surpluses
will fail to materialize.

Target sales and prices?
The City’s financial analysis was based
on the development selling 1,490 homes at
an average of over $1.2 million each, creating 483 rental units charging $3,500 to
$4,000 a month and 67 affordable rental
units. The home buyers will need incomes
of between $250,000 and $280,000 and
the non-subsidized renters will need incomes of $140,000 to 160,000.
Will so many families with these kinds
of incomes want to live there? Will the
potential homeowners want to spend 50%
more to purchase there than in Marina
Bay or Brickyard Landing? Especially given
that their annual property taxes and HOA
fees would be around $15,000 higher.
And there are other reasons why people might not want to pay such high prices
to live there. You’ll have to drive to go to
a restaurant or get a haircut, and there
will be significant traffic congestion, especially getting onto the bridge in the
morning. Adding a stream of 100 cars per
hour right at the toll plaza during morning rush hour could be a recipe for disaster. Neither the Planning Commission
nor the City Council discussed this. They
just asked the consultants if it was ok.
“ We are in the beginning of a major
recession and this project will be financially successful for Richmond only if
they can sell the condos and townhomes

right next to the Chevron refinery, with
only one lane in and out for very high
prices,” said housing advocate and City
Council candidate Claudia Jimenez.

The road not taken
SunCal’s proposal will not only damage the environment and create huge
traffic problems, but it gives up on the
creation of a significant new public park.
Over the past few years, the City conducted a series of public meetings to
gather community input on the future
of Pt. Molate. Unfortunately, it was a
sham. The vast majority of people participating rejected the idea of building
a massive upper class housing project at
Pt. Molate. They envisioned cooperating
with EBRP to create a new regional park
with development limited to the Winehaven District. The Community Plan fo-
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cused on creating support for recreation
and soccer fields, outdoor education, research and green jobs. It would protect
Ohlone Shellmounds and fully conserve
rare habitats.
But the City consultants running the
process completely ignored the alternative ideas for the site.
“ The city’s decision to turn public land
into a luxury housing enclave is shameful,” said former two-term Richmond
Mayor Gayle McLaughlin. “It disregards
the spirit of our General Plan and violates
every norm of proper public planning.”
Point Molate Alliance Co- Chair, Pam
Stello, adds that “people should vote for
city council candidates who value parks
and protecting the environment, understand the risks associated with the SunCal deal and who support exploring the
vision that came out of the Community
Planning process.”
Contrary to what many think, we don’t
know how the Point Molate saga will end.
There are so many unknowns. We do not
know what will happen in the courts. And
we do not know if so many high-income
people will want to buy and rent there
given the traffic problems, wildfire risks,
lack of amenities and prices higher than
those in Point Richmond and Marina Bay.
What we do know for sure, is that the
City will have to be very lucky for the cumulative General Fund revenues to have
exceeded General Fund expenses within
thirty years. And that’s not what we are
being told by the Mayor.

The Teacher’s Choice!

Parent Leader with a proven track record of success
supporting our local public schools
LEARN MORE ABOUT MY
DIVERSE COALITION!
www.LeslieforWCCUSD.com
Supported and Endorsed
by Labor and Community:

PTA Council President
Hewlett Foundation Grant Writing Team
Positive School Climate policy Writing Team
LCAP Executive Committee Member

Focusing on:
Making Sure Teachers and Students and
Families are Supported in the Age of COVD
Campus and Educational Equity so all students
can achieve
Responsible Fiscal Management ensuring
transparent, accountable spending

Paid for by: Leslie Reckler for WCCUSD School Board, 2020 FPPC#1426917

KEEP
AC
TRANSIT
FREE
Vote JOVANKA BECKLES for AC Transit Board
Vote by November 3

JovankaforACTransit.com
Paid for by Jovanka Beckles for AC Transit 2020. FPPC #1428130
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MEASURE U

Current
Annual
Business Tax

Measure U
Annual
Business Tax

Small Business with $235,000 gross receipts 1 employee

$281
(.12%)

$100
(0.04%)

$10 mil/year manufacturing business with 25 employees

$1,194
(0.012%)

$28,000
(.28%)

Landlord living in residence, renting an in-law apartment or duplex

$234

$0

Landlord renting a single unit

$234

$25**

$58.53/unit

$25/unit **

$234/unit

$25/unit**

$1.40/unit *

$691/unit

continued from page 1

size pay now. In addition, Richmond’s current
tax structure is based on the number of employees — meaning that the more people businesses
hire, the more taxes they have to pay. By taxing business on their gross receipts, rather than
their number of employees, Measure U takes
away a disincentive to hire new people.
For bigger businesses of $10 million or more,
Measure U would impose a tax rate based on the
type of business and how large it is. Businesses
like firearms and cannabis would be taxed at
a higher rate than grocery stores, for example.
Large corporations would pay much more than
they currently do, but it only seems big when
compared to the absurdly low amounts they have
historically contributed.

Help for small landlords
Measure U would also change the way landlords
are taxed. Again, Richmond’s current tax structure charges landlords the same base amount
whether there is one rental unit on the parcel or
1000 (as in the case of Bella Vista Apartments):
$234, plus a tax on the number of employees.
Assuming that Bella Vista apartments are built
on a single parcel and have 25 employees, this
works out to the company paying a tax of only
$1.40 per unit, while a small landlord with just
one unit pays $234 on that unit.
The city council’s proposed ordinance specifically recognizes that small landlords in particular are struggling and includes a provision
that landlords with four or fewer units can deduct their payments to the rent board. The result
would be that most small landlords would have
their business tax reduced to $25 -$30 per unit.
Notably, Measure U exempts owners who live
on the property in a duplex, have “in-law” units
on their property, or rent rooms in their house.
These owners will pay no business tax.

Rates can be lowered
One important feature of Measure U is that
the tax rates are caps, or maximums. The City
Council is authorized to adjust the rates (but not
increase them) and to make additional exemptions. When the measure was placed on the ballot, the Council specifically agreed to set up a
committee to look into adjustment of the rates
and exemptions. They recognized that the details of tax rates are complicated and wanted to
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Landlord renting 4 units at one location
Landlord renting 4 units at different locations
Landlord renting 1000 units at one location
Assuming rent of $2000/month
*assuming they are on a single parcel and there are 25 employees
**including credit for rent control fee

be able to make adjustments to deal with specific situations.

Claudia Jimenez,
mother of two kids
in Richmond public
schools, was a
leader in the fight
last spring to keep
our libraries open

Helping the City
Finally, Measure U would raise around $6 million per year in new revenue, money that the City
urgently needs just to keep up basic services like
libraries, roads, code enforcement, recreation,
and public safety (let alone deal with funding
new initiatives to attack the problems of homelessness and a lack of affordable rental housing).
Many community leaders are lining up behind Measure U as a way to safeguard vital city
services. “A few months ago, the city was considering closing our public libraries to solve a bud-

get shortfall,” said Claudia Jimenez, who helped
organize the successful campaign to save our
public libraries from getting cut. “Libraries are
one of the few public spaces for our community.
The idea of cutting libraries sends a message
that we do not deserve better, and that services
for youth are not important.”
Measure U would increase the tax rate on large
corporations so that they at least cover the cost
of the many benefits these companies receive
from the City in terms of fire, police and roads.
If both Measure U and California’s Proposition
15 (Schools and Communities First) pass, the
City would see around $27 million in new revenue every year — making the budget struggle
that the City faced in June a much less painful
prospect in future years.

Opposition to Measure U
The main opposition to Measure U has been
organized by the Council of Industries. Most of
the arguments are the same ones made when
Richmond increased the minimum wage (e.g.
that businesses will move out and the City will
lose jobs, that businesses will not locate in Richmond, or that the proposal needs more study.)
When our minimum wage increases took effect,
none of the predicted disasters took place. With
respect to Measure U, many businesspeople
agree that the current flat rate system is unfair
and that the city really needs additional revenue.
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REIMAGINING POLICING
continued from page 1

Instead, “ We need counselors and
therapists who look like us to handle
these things.”
In many cases, sending in uniformed officers can also be less effective. A recent poll found that half
of Richmond residents do not trust
the police especially in the Black and
Latinx communities, who have been
over-policed. Indeed, Garcia became
interested in the Police Commission
because she “didn’t have a good relationship” with the police and knew

Reimagining public
safety means getting to
the root cause of violence
and inequality in our
communities.

that a lot of people in the Latino community didn’t either. “ They were afraid
to report crime or be witnesses because they had the misconception that
the police were somehow La Migra
[Immigration and Customs Enforcement],” she said.
Finally, sending police to respond
to non-violent calls can also be deadly.
Quite simply, the more cities send in
heavily armed responders to deal with
the public, the more chances there are
for those encounters to escalate and
result in use of force.

What should be our budget
priorities?
One of the main demands of the Reimagining Public Safety Coalition is
to shift funding priorities away from
police and towards priorities that
help prevent crises before they start.
Historically over 40 percent of Richmond’s city general fund goes to the
police, with only about 7 percent to
community services like recreation,
library, and health. Of 475 large cities
in California, Richmond ranks 40th in
police spending per resident.
Such spending “bleeds our budgets
dry,” says Tamisha Walker, Executive
Director of Safe Return, an organization that works to secure the freedom
and liberation of formerly incarcerated individuals. “Reimagining public
safety means getting to the root cause
of violence and inequality in our communities,” explains Walker. “It is really about investing in those who are
most vulnerable and on the margins
of society while redirecting resources
from law enforcement back into the
community.”
In June, community groups urged
City Councilmembers to cut funding
for the police by 20 percent in order
to save funding for services such as libraries and youth programs that create
more stability and opportunity in our
communities. This demand was in line
with national demands of Black Lives
Matter movement to defund police.
Randy Joseph points out that some
critics were “playing dumb” and trying to “politically spin” this message
by falsely claiming that he and others
were advocating for the dissolution or
abolition of the police. Such misdirection, he says, comes from people who
“don’t want to do the real work to make
change to help out the community.”
Coalition members are urging the
City to consider more cost-effective
ways to promote public safety. They
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point to the CAHOOTS (Crisis Assistance Helping Out On The Streets)
program in Eugene, Oregon, which
has been operating for thirty years.
Through CAHOOTS, Eugene sends in
teams of medics and social workers
to respond to non-criminal calls. CAHOOTS’s non-armed crisis workers
take almost twenty percent of calls
that come through the police and fire
dispatch centers — while costing only
2 percent of the annual police budget.
In 2017, CAHOOTS saved $12 million in
general funds, and also saved millions
more by diverting ambulance calls and
emergency room visits.

Should the community lead?
A second main demand of the Reimagining Public Safety Coalition was
for the City to create and fund a committee of community leaders and key
stakeholders — especially Black youth
and adults affected by over-policing
— “to develop a plan to transition critical services and functions outside of
the scope of the police department to
a transformative justice, restorative
and comprehensive community safety
program.”
Instead, Mayor Tom Butt formed a
panel composed of himself and Councilmembers Nat Bates and Demnlus
Johnson, all of whom are backed by
Richmond’s police union, the Richmond Police Officers Association. This
put the task of police reform in the
hands of a body that was dominated
by police interests. “I am surprised at
how our elected leaders are dismissing the voices of young people at this
moment,” said Safe Return’s Tamisha
Walker.
Others were disappointed, but not
surprised. “ The police union has way
too much power,” notes CPRC Commissioner Randy Joseph. In 2018, the
police union contributed the maximum allowable contribution ($2,500)
to Bates, Johnson and Butt. In addition, it made a $10,000 independent
expenditure to support the Bates and
Johnson campaigns, and spent another $30,000 to support Mayor Butt.
So far Butt’s committee has not
been very active, although it did hold
a community forum over the summer,
featuring Police Chief Bisa French.
But community groups are highly energized and undaunted. “Even if it
doesn’t happen through the City, that
work still needs to be done through
this community coalition,” Randy Joseph said. “It shouldn’t be the city
that’s in control — it should be the
people that are in control.”

Increased accountability
In the wake of the murder of George
Floyd and many other Black people at
the hands of the police, Richmond’s
Community Police Review Commission, which is charged with civilian
oversight of our police department, is
receiving more attention. Among other
duties, the Commission investigates
claims of excessive force, unnecessary
force and racism. However, to be effective, the CPRC’s authorities should be
expanded.
For example, Commissioner Gar cia argues that the CPRC should have
purview over sexual claims. “Back in
February we made a recommendation
to the City Council that the statute be
changed so we could investigate sexual claims against RPD members,”
she said. “ This came from the Celeste
Guap case [RPD officers engaging in
sex with an underage girl during working hours]... That case developed a lot
of distrust in the community especially because one officer was an SRO
officer assigned to work in a school.”
Since then, the West Contra Costa Uni-

Richmond Community Police Review Commissioner Yenny Garcia with Police Chief Bisa French

We have to keep fighting for accountability and
transparency if we want to improve the relations
between the community and the RPD.

fied School District has decided to end
its contract with police departments to
provide security.
Even when the CPRC investigates
an incident, they are not allowed to
see if there is any disciplinary action
taken as a result, and sometimes officers are still not held accountable.
Community groups like the Richmond
Our Power Coalition have called for the
Commission to have more oversight
powers, including the authority to access personnel records and discipline
RPD members.
Both Commissioners are hopeful
about working with new Police Chief
Bisa French, but express frustration at
the lack of accountability.
Commissioner Joseph cites several
examples of lack of accountability, including the Celeste Guap case; the investigation of Mark Gagan, a popular police officer who was forced out;

the murder of Rashida Franklin, who
called for police help but didn’t receive it; and the wrongful killing of
Pedie Perez. “In the Pedie Perez situation, the CPRC found the policeman
was at fault but Chief Brown said ‘I
don’t agree’ and nothing happened to
the officers. Nobody is holding these
officers accountable.”
Commissioner Garcia agrees.
“ When we start investigating and ask
for information we get roadblocks
from the city. The city attorney tells us
we can’t have this or we have to wait
for the police union to meet and confer to have policies changed,” she says.
“And here we are years later still trying
to change things. It’s frustrating and I
feel like saying ‘forget it.’ But we just
can’t forget it. We have to keep fighting
for accountability and transparency if
we want to improve the relations between the community and the RPD.”

Dolores
Huerta
AND

Rev. Phil
Lawson
E N DOR SE

Gayle McLaughlin
FOR RICHMOND CITY COUNCIL

Paid for by Gayle McLaughlin for Richmond City Council 2020 FPPC #1426188
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November 3,
3, 2020
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RICHMOND CIT Y COUNCIL ENDORSEMENTS
DISTRICT 1: Melvin Willis

CIT Y OF RICHMOND BALLOT INITIATIVE
MEASURE U

DISTRICT 5: Gayle McLaughlin

Yes

Changes the way business taxes are assessed

DISTRICT 6: Claudia Jimenez

If passed, Richmond will increase business tax revenue by calculating the
tax based on gross receipts rather than the number of people on payroll.
This would increase taxes on large corporations like Chevron and reduce
taxes on small businesses.

WCCUSD BOARD ENDORSEMENTS
AREA 1: Jamela Smith-Folds
AREA 2: Otheree Christian

CONTRA COSTA COUNT Y BALLOT INITIATIVES

AREA 4 : Demetrio Gonzales-Hoy
AREA 5: Leslie Reckler

MEASURE X

OTHER ENDORSEMENTS FOR LOCAL RACES
AC TRANSIT BOARD WARD 1: Jovanka Beckles
CONTRA COSTA BOARD OF EDUCATION AREA 1 : Consuelo Lara
EAST BAY REGIONAL PARKS DISTRICT WARD 1 : Norman La Force

Yes

Increases sales tax by half-cent to fund County services

This would impose a half-cent sales tax across Contra Costa for 20 years,
raising about $81 million per year for public health, emergency response
and safety net programs that are more critical than ever due to COVID-19.
Sales taxes are not progressive, but this was what our Board of Supervisors decided was the best way to raise funds for these vital services. Food
sales are exempted.

STATE BALLOT INITIATIVES
PROPOSITION 14:

No recommendation

Stem Cell Research

This measure would authorize $5.5 billion in bonds for stem cell research.
The California Institute of Regenerative Medicine, created in 2004 when
the Bush administration refused to provide federal funds for stem cell
research, has yielded valuable cutting-edge research on cancer and other
diseases. However, with federal restrictions now lifted, it’s not clear that
California taxpayers should continue to bear that cost.

PROPOSITION 15:

Yes

Remove Commercial Properties from Prop 13 protections

Known as the Schools & Communities First Campaign, Prop 15 is the most
important measure on the ballot. If passed, it will allow commercial
properties to be assessed based on their business value, as it worked
before Prop 13 went into effect. This would yield an estimated $86 million
for Contra Costa County, $21 million for the City of Richmond and $19 million for the WCCUSD. Prop 13 protections for homes, small businesses and
farms would remain in place.

PROPOSITION 16:

Yes

Affirmative Action

By repealing 1996’s Proposition 209, this measure would once again allow
the use of affirmative action in state functions. That’s an important step
toward overcoming gender and racial inequities at state institutions such
as the UC system.

PROPOSITION 17:

Yes

Voting Rights for Parolees

This measure would extend voting rights to people who are on parole
for felony convictions, rather than making them wait until they complete
parole. Nineteen other states already allow people to vote while on parole
for felonies. California should too.

PROPOSITION 18 :

Yes

Limited Voting Rights for 17-Year-Olds

This measure would allow 17-year-olds who will turn 18 by the next general
election to vote in primaries and special elections. This could only make it
easier to engage young voters. Vote yes and help California join nearly 20
other states that already offer this privilege.

PROPOSITION 19:

Yes

Property Taxes for Seniors

This measure would tweak Prop 13 to allow homeowners who are disabled
or 55+ years old to carry the taxable value of their home to a new home. It
would also close a loophole that allows people to keep the taxable value of
vacation homes, rental properties and homes worth more than $1 million
that they inherit. On balance, the measure is expected to increase tax revenue and make property tax rules work better for seniors, so we support it.

PROPOSITION 20:

No

Increased Sentencing

This “tough on crime” measure would increase penalties for an array of
offenses, swelling prison populations at a time when COVID-19 makes
that a worse idea than ever. The measure is funded by police interests and
supermarket chains such as Albertsons and Safeway, which see it as a way
to fight shoplifting. Fight the prison- industrial complex and vote no.

PROPOSITION 21:

Yes

Reduce Rent Control Restrictions

By replacing the Costa-Hawkins Rental Housing Act of 1995, this measure
would allow rent control on buildings that were first occupied after 1995
as long as they have been occupied for more than 15 years. Vote yes to lift
an unfair state restriction on the power of local governments and allow progressive municipalities such as Richmond to expand rent control.

PROPOSITION 22:

No

Gut Gig Economy Worker Protections

Our lawmakers helped gig economy workers by passing AB 5 in 2019
despite Uber, Lyft and DoorDash fighting the law tooth and nail. Now they
are spending $100 million to pass Prop 22 to gut the AB 5 protections. Corporations should not be allowed to spend unlimited sums of money to overturn democratically enacted laws and gig workers need protections.

PROPOSITION 23:

Yes

Dialysis Regulations

This measure would impose new regulations on dialysis clinics, such as
requiring a doctor on site and requiring consent from state health regulators before a clinic can be closed. It’s backed by SEIU, which has worked
for years to organize workers at the two largest dialysis providers, DaVita
and Fresenius, and says that workers support the changes.

PROPOSITION 24:

Online Privacy

No

This measure would tweak the California Consumer Privacy Act (CCPA) with
the goal of strengthening online privacy. Privacy advocates are divided,
and ultimately this just isn’t a good use of the ballot initiative process.
Data privacy is a complex technical issue that should be handled through
a legislative body with committee hearings and testimony from experts,
or through rulemaking by expert regulators — not through a simple up-ordown vote by the public.

PROPOSITION 25:

No recommendation

Ending Cash Bail

Voting yes on Prop 25 would uphold SB 10, a 2019 law that replaced cash
bail with a risk assessment for people awaiting trial. Democrats mostly
favored the bill and Republicans mostly opposed it, but progressive criminal justice advocates were split on the final version because of concerns
about racial bias in risk assessments. Cash bail is deeply unjust and it
needs to end, but we aren’t confident that voting yes on Prop 25 to keep
SB 10 is the right solution.

